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g*Bridges” is a Student-initiated, student-led diversity
io“ference5dedicated to addressing today’s pressing global and
social issues. We work to increase awareness and action through
inspirational speakers supplemented by interactive workshops and
action steps. This year's conference, “Immigration: Surviving the
Land of Opportunity,” will focus on the two sides of immigration—
the struggles immigrants face and the strength required to
survive these struggles every day. After beginning to learn
about immigration the committee wondered, “What can we do to
support immigrants and Spread awareness about this issue?” We
will continue working to answer this question in this year'’s
conference. We promise a thought—provoking, hands-on learning
experience that will provide many;ways in which you too ¢an answer
the question for yourself. On behalf of the Building Bridges
Committee, we cordially welcome You to the 15th annual Building

Bridges Conference.
Mayanthi Jayawardena and Rebekah Schulz
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‘or'dispel the assumption that one person’s actions cannot make a
difference by providing the means for social change.

10:00 a.m. Welco ihg Address, “I Am, We Are” Social Justice
! Theatre Performance and Keynote Speakers

12:30 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 1 %Y '

1:30 p.m. Workshop Session 1 X S 1-1.

2:30 p.m. Workshop Session 2 3 b : o

3:30 p.m. Workshop Session 3. 2 b

3:30 p.m. Action Piece | Alumni /Hall
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performances and workshops that deal with issues of social justice.
Based in the works of Augusto Boal, and begun by Vanita Vactor in
1995, the group has a number of performances both on- and off-campus
throughout the year. Campus performances generally include E-Pluribus
Gustavus in the fall and the Building Bridges Conference in the

KAO KALIA YANG is a Hmong-American writer, born in

Ban Vinai refugee camp in Thailand. Yang and her family
immigrated to the United States when she was seven and
settled in St. Paul. Yang graduated from Carleton College,
receiving a bachelor’s degree in American studies, women’s
and gender studies, and Cross-cultural studies. Yang also
holds a master of fine arts degree in creative non-fiction
writing from Columbia University. She now resides in

Andover, Minn., with a family of her own and writes and travels around
the country. !

“Yang tells her family’s story with grace; she narrates their struggles,
beautifully weaving in Hmong folklore and culture. By the end of this
moving, unforgettable book . - readers will delight at how intimately
they have become part of this formerly Strange culture.” —Publishers
Weekly (Starred review)

DR. PAUL HILLMER is a professor of history at Concordia
University, St. Paul. In 2001, he and some of his students
began the Hmong Oral History Project in order “to connect
younger generations of:Hmong, and the broader communities
in which many Hmong live, with resources describing Hmong
culture in Laos, the Secret War in Southeast Asia, and
stories of the Hmong immigrant experience.” He was awarded
a “Save Our History” grant by the History Channel in July
2006, and used it to Ccreate a six-part documentary (“From Strangers to
Neighbors”) examining the Hmong people and their resettlement in the Twin
Cities. Dr. Hillmer has just completed a book, A People’s History of the
Hmong, based on the 200-plus interviews he and his students collected.

_juyhﬁ§sss\‘[]’25’4zjb'
AR ience €?
2 ONLY A% BNyever audie

B ROOM | SESS?:R. PAUL HILLMER Jto interact with the'g}
KALIA YANG azs a great Opportunlt% ree
Thlz o immigration'

! 1:30-4:30 p

KEYNOTE QsA | ST- :AO
Keynote speakers tions. 3
mbers’ lecture quest opinion “ 263 o
e and hear their ; E | SESSIONS 11 heir =
speakers GRANT | COURTYARD CAF f_will share t %k
T
S OF AN IMM

taf : e
ty, and Siat live in o
s, facul S ke to e . ﬁs
1s—Gustavus Btuae Lo and what it is 13 from countrie

THROUGH THE EYE
These individua

% : i ration S_Coming § 7 n
oriences with immigr +y of background 4 E1 salvador. Pal -
personal €xp represent a vari€ é eden, Ethiopia, an t their experiences-
: They mbia, SW % ions abou
Minnesota. 2% Japan, Colo questio
Mex1cO,

‘
i H embers
somalia, dience M

. Room | SESSIONS 1 & 3
members will a

B BOARD : am
EXPERIENC Lre education progrn_pr ofit
ke 0w man Rights, @ 1©
s for Hu tecting human

1so answer au

NNESOTA AND T 1
TMMIGRATION IN MINVZ ' WELLY & MADEL

advocate : d pro :
: for the ing and P this
1 asslstant§ dedicated to promot g d. In
» organization

1643 hts in the Illted tates and around the WOIl

. an over
U ; i1l receive
2y S ants wl & ants.
> articlp ights of migr
J. i active workshop: P the human right
inter 4 its impact on
aw an

£ articular,
: rience in Po in our

immigration 1 he refugee ?xpe of Minnesota 1
of U.S. immig {11 focus on t nique place
The presentation il insight into the u

. \inants new
S artlclpan

giving P n system.

7N i 2 igrant
immigratio SESSION 1 & 2 t the Immig
£ CROWNS ROOM | ion coordinator & gt. Paul
CHANCE | THRE is the educatlo tro Legal, & ;
NO SECOND 1SSA HILL-DONGRE 15 She worked at Cen tice Foundation
o : MAR! esota.

9

‘ Minnd
o nter of ‘ .
o fit organization,
. er as an attorney,
and aid for batt‘erefoc

sentation will aee
: act criml

; ta Jus itions
Minneso family-based petltto r
el o d immigran

s women an ; ess
d 1mm19ra’$e naturalization proc
s on y can have on a

first as a

focusin
non-pro

clerk and.lat
citizenshlp(
i rime. This P
ictims of ¢ -
Vnd discuss depor?atl i
s son's immigration S P
ST.
EY AWAY |

e i oUG RUTLEDGE
iter, an .
which aims .
host countries
their home
fugees from D?
They Wi

u .
. imp nal activit
and the I
tus. .

SESSION

e Roogolial justice documigijry
o ahe founders of the Si'
. document the Somall
the lives of thz
1and. Roble an
daab refugee
11 also discuss

per
THE SOMALI DIASPORAABDI ROBLE & D r
A grapher and a ¥

oject:

hare with
hen they leave
£ Somali re
he United Sstates.

esota.

phOtO
Documentary P
{ diaspora and sw
A\ gomali people B
ne the journey L
£
ious parts O .
15y Ohio and Minn - SESSIONS 1 & 2
R LOUN
0 ESSAY FROM OUR BORDER LpL::f:“"e e ios
¢ e
TWO WORLDS-;::f has over 30 years Ziaff photographer fgzlifornia:
DON BARTLEZ:. and has been 2 red stories in istan.
.OurnallSt{ He has cove nd Afghanis - :
P aince 1.992'south America, Irad aseries' #Enrique’s
tral Amerlca, ize for-his photo s& the tops of
- pulitzer Prize for ts who ride i will
At £ immigran talk, Bartlettl W

avels O : ;
& on immigration.

Rutledge will examl

i to va
in Kenya yar -
i:szomali communities

BETWEEN

. Angeles
i : Mexico,
E 1. 2003, % WO

3 nts the tr
" which documio the United St&

T
riences at the ne

‘ tes/ During hii
{  Journey, der/:and though

s
trains from Hondurae
share about his exp




