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ABSTRACT:  
The Saratov University Letters of Thanks collection contains two letters sent to Gustavus 
Adolphus College.  Ethnic German-Lutheran students and faculty of Saratov University, in the 
Volga River region of Russia, sent decorated letters to the students and faculty of Gustavus 
thanking them for their financial assistance during a devastating famine in the early 1920s. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE: 
“A drought, coupled with massive economic and social restructuring during the Russian 
Revolution, resulted in a devastating famine in 1921-1922 in the Volga region, which includes 
the city of Saratov.  Gustavus students and faculty responded to an appeal from the National 
Lutheran Council in late 1921 with a contribution of $393.25 toward Russian relief.  This letter 
of thanks, with parallel text in Russian and English, was written by students of German ancestry 
enrolled at Saratov University.” 
 
*Taken from collection. 
 
RESTRICTIONS:  
There are no restrictions on the use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher 
assumes full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply. 
 
Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the 
Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College. 
 
COLLECTION CITATION:  
Saratov University.  Letters of Thanks from Saratov University, 7 May 1922.  GACA Collection 
374.  Gustavus Adolphus College Archives, St. Peter, Minnesota. 
 
PROCESSED BY:  
Adrianna Darden processed this collection and developed the finding aid during October 2014. 
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