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AflT SUBMITTED

dorm behind Olin Hall will combine Crossroads, Swedish House and the International Education Office. Building is slated to be habitable by August.

MARNE GULLEY

Staff Writer

ENHANCING THE CONSTRUO

tion motif on campus,
crews broke ground for

the new international center
last week.

The facility, located north-
west of Olin Hall, will house
the Crossroads program, Swed-
ish House and the Office of
International Education.

The four-story Crossroads
section will be home for 70
students and the Swedish
house, which has two stories,
will house 10 students.

According to HankToutain,
dean of students and vice presi-
dent for student affairs, the

Crossroads section of the build-
ing will feature a large living
room with a fireplace, a large
kitchen, an apartment for the
college's visiting scholar, com-
munity rooms and study lounges
on each floor.

The Crossroads rooms are
arranged in a suite configura-
tion, with various combinations
of single and double rooms.
Students will share a small
common area and bathrooms
with fellow suitemates. The
building does not include any
community bathrooms.

"I love the idea of living in
suites," said Junior Becky
Smith. "The system is more
attractive to independent stu-
dent-types, such as the [teach-

ing assistants] or the interna-
tional students."

According to the college
mission statement, Gustavus
Adolphus "aspires to be a com-
munity of persons from diverse
backgrounds who respect and
affirm the dignity of all people."

Crossroads is an interna-
tionally focused residential pro-
gram that attempts to achieve
this mission. It includes inter-
national students and the teach-
ing assistants from several coun-
tries. Members of Crossroads
organize activities to introduce
diversity to the campus.

"The new building has a lot
of common areas, which help
in the integration part of Cross-
roads," Smith said. "Also, the

main floor has a lot more room
for entertaining, dinners and
receptions, which we like to do
a lot."

Mona Rizk-Finne, director
of International Education,
described the large central liv-
ing room as a hub that will
bring all three programs to-
gether.

The new office of Interna-
tional Education, located on the
main floor, will be much larger
than the current one in Johnson
Student Union.

"It's more space and space
that will be open and inviting
for all the clientele we serve,"
Rizk-Finne said. "It will be a
better facility to conduct our
work and better serve our stu-

dents. When we're crammed,
it's hard to create a welcom-
ing, conductive environment."

The new building reflects
Gustavus' commitment to in-
ternational education, accord-
ing to Toutain. "The point of
the building, in addition to
providing some needed hous-
ing space, is that it is an oppor-
tunity to make a visible state-
ment with regards to an im-
portant aspect of our mission
statement," Toutain said. "We
think this is an opportunity to
feature and promote a broader
and more dynamic international
program."

Freshman Sandy Valnes,
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