English 237 Midterm Exam Grading Rubric:   Short Answer Questions

12-14 Point Responses


This answer engages the appropriate literature and addresses class discussion topics/course material fully.  

Answers provided are relevant.  It’s clear why this question was answered this way.

The response shows evidence of critical thinking, and it’s clearly articulated.

Wow! This question was answered really well!

8-11 Point Responses

This answer engages appropriate literature and makes some connections with class discussion topics or course material.

Answers provided are mostly relevant.  It’s somewhat clear why this question was answered this way.

There’s some attempt to think critically about this topic, and the response is articulated in a readable way.

This response makes sense, but it’s not fully explained.

5-7 Point Responses

This answer mentions the appropriate literature, but it doesn’t make clear connections with course material.

Answers provided may seem questionable; books and characters may be mixed up, etc.  Questionable relevance.

There’s surface-level thinking here;  or, it’s unclear exactly why the question was answered this way.  There may be trouble with clarity.

This response is not very strong.

4 Point Responses or Below

This answer seems to miss the boat; it doesn’t make clear connections with course material.

Answers provided seem irrelevant or plain wrong.  Books, characters, etc. are mixed up or absent altogether.

No evidence of critical thinking, resulting in an unclear response.  Why was the question answered this way? Was it even answered?

This response is unsuccessful.

